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Director’s Corner

The guest columnist is Tec Chapman, Deputy Director of the Division of Developmental Disabilities.

March was designated Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and recognized
throughout the country. More than 100,000 Missouri children and adults and their families experi-
ence developmental disabilities.

A developmental disability occurs prior to the age of twenty-two and is likely to continue
indefinitely. Some examples of developmental disabilities include intellectual disability, cerebral
palsy, epilepsy, head injury, and autism.

We learn about others by spending time together at work and where we live and play.
Public understanding of developmental disabilities is one of the most effective strategies in assist-
ing people with developmental disabilities live integrated and productive lives. People with devel-
opmental disabilities are our family members, friends, neighbors, co-workers, teammates, or class-
mates.

The Division of Developmental Disabilities, in partnership with persons with develop-
mental disabilities, families, direct support professionals, provider agencies, and Senate Bill 40
Boards develop and provide supports and services in local communities to meet the needs of per-
sons living with developmental disabilities.

We should all realize that people with developmental disabilities have rights, responsibili-
ties and possibilities. Many individuals with developmental disabilities are productive and con-
tributing members of their communities.

"I encourage all of us to focus on engaging the public to better understand and get in-
volved with the individuals we serve," said Bernie Simons, Director of the Division of Develop-
mental Disabilities.

Thank you for all you do to enhance the lives of persons with developmental disabilities.



Click on http://www.dmh.mo.gov/news/MHChampions.htm to view the
2009 Mental Health Champions Video Tributes!
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Mental Health Champions Banquet continued...
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Thank you to our Cardinal Raffle Volunteers!

The 2009 Mental Health Champions Banquet
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April is Alcohol Awareness Month!!

Go to:
http://www.toosmarttostart.samhsa.gov/icommunity/teachin/Default.aspx#materials
for the Reach Out Now Community Toolkit.

This link is provided by Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
and provides information to support media outreach efforts in Missouri during
Alcohol Awareness Month.

Alcohol Awareness 5K Run or Walk
When: Saturday morning, April 25, 2009

Event Location: Run/walk will begin and end at The Zone
555 Blueds Lake par kway
Rolla, MO
Visit rollaskatezone.com for directions
For more information, please call (573) 368-4755
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